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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is Veterans Day and I rise to take
this opportunity to salute our Nation’s
veterans, especially those veterans
from my home State of Nevada.

The Second Congressional District in
Nevada is one of the largest and fastest
growing veteran populations in the
United States. These are men and
women who at one point or another put
their personal lives and careers aside
and oftentimes their families on hold
for a much greater cause. It should be
remembered that our veterans made
America the leader of the Free World.

While we celebrate their service, just
one day each year, it is our responsi-
bility to remember them every day.

Mr. Speaker, we can thank our Na-
tion’s veterans each day in many dif-
ferent ways. In Congress here, we can
make certain that our Nation’s prom-
ises are kept to all of our veterans. In
our neighborhoods we can take an
extra moment and thank a veteran for
their service. We can contact family
members and friends who served our
country to learn more about their ex-
periences of service and courage. In our
schools, we can teach our children
about America’s greatest moments,
moments when freedom and democracy
were upheld because of our veterans.

America’s veterans are the fabric of
our Nation. We salute you and we
thank you.

———
TIME TO ABOLISH INCOME TAXES

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, in
America, the government takes the
people’s money and distributes it. That
sounds like communism to me. I think
it is time to throw out income taxes.
No more forms, no more audits, no
more IRS. Think about it. I am going
to quote now Reverend Jim Ford. He
says, think about this: The IRS does
not even send us a thank you for volun-
tarily paying our income taxes.

Beam me up. It is time to abolish in-
come taxes, abolish the IRS, and pass a
flat 15 percent national sales tax.

I yield back the IRS.

——————

TEACHER EMPOWERMENT ACT
WILL FIX EDUCATION WOES

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, this
is the headline in the New York Daily
News on Monday: the headline says,
Not Fit to Teach Your Kid.

In some city schools, 50 percent of
the teachers in New York are
uncertified. Well, we can help the City
of New York if we gave them the flexi-
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bility that is in the House-passed
Teacher Empowerment Act so that
they can properly prepare some of the
existing teachers they have; so that
they can raise the academic achieve-
ment level of all of their students.

—————

WHO IS TAKING CARE OF OUR
CHILDREN?

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the end
of the session is almost here. Over this
session, the last year, Congress has
passed funding for the F-22, tax breaks
for the wealthiest Americans, and ap-
propriations bills that busted the budg-
et caps.

But while the Republican leadership
is taking care of special interests, I
want to know who is taking care of our
children. Our children continue to lack
access to quality health care, attend
dilapidated schools and die at a rate of
13 a day due to handgun violence.

Mr. Speaker, our children are 25 per-
cent of our population, but they are 100
percent of our future, and I ask my col-
leagues, who is taking care of them?
They do not need rhetoric, they need
action.

So again, I ask my Republican col-
leagues, while they are taking care of
special interests, who is taking care of
our children?

————

STOP DELAYS ON SOCIAL
SECURITY LOCKBOX LEGISLATION

(Mr. VITTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow
is Veterans Day, and it is also day 168
since this House passed the Social Se-
curity lockbox bill.

Memorial Day, the 4th of July, Labor
Day, Yom Kippur, Columbus Day, the
World Series, and tomorrow Veterans
Day all will pass since this body acted
to permanently stop the raid on Social
Security. In those five months, the
other body has failed to consider pro-
viding lockbox protection for the So-
cial Security Trust Fund.

Mr. Speaker, time after time, an ef-
fort was made to bring the bill to the
floor, but those efforts were all unsuc-
cessful. And all the while, the leader of
the obstructionists, the man who sits
in the White House, accused the Repub-
lican Party of being against Social Se-
curity.

Once again, the truth did not get in
the way of White House rhetoric.

We will soon be recessing, heading
home for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah,
Christmas, New Year’s. Let us pledge
not to let too many of those precious
holidays pass before we pass in the
House and the Senate Social Security
lockbox protection.

29497

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would ask all Members not to
make personal references to Members
of the Senate or characterize their ac-
tions.

———

CLASS SIZE REDUCTION, WHEN
LESS IS MORE

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, the
American people know that when it
comes to class size, less is more. More
personal attention, more teacher in-
struction rather than discipline, and as
the Tennessee Star and Wisconsin Sage
and other studies have shown, in-
creased academic achievement, with
students actually moving from the 50th
to the 60th percentile.

To break this down in terms we can
all understand, we know that no sports
coach in his right mind would try to
teach 150 players one hour per day and
hope to win the championship game.
No, a coach has several assistants and
small, special teams. Yet, my Repub-
lican colleagues want to ask one teach-
er, all alone, to teach several over-
crowded classes and then expect chil-
dren to win the academic game of life.

Parents and teachers want, and our
children deserve more teachers, small-
er classes, and academic coaching for
our children to win this wonderful
game of life.

———

SECURE SOCIAL SECURITY SUR-
PLUS RATHER THAN WASTE IT

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, break out
the suntan oil. Secretary Babbitt and
20 of his officials of the Interior De-
partment are in the Virgin Islands as
we speak. Apparently he greased the
skids with the administration because
the Interior bill is still in negotiations
with House and Senate leadership. Be-
fore Secretary Babbitt made it to the
beach, he told Congress he did not have
1 percent waste in the Interior budget.
He said he could not absorb just a 1
percent reduction to help us secure the
Social Security surplus.

Mr. Speaker, I have a couple of sug-
gestions. First, Secretary Babbitt
could have taken only 19 Interior em-
ployees and left one of them in Wash-
ington, and help achieve a 1 percent re-
duction. Or, he could have gone to
Wichita, Kansas, where we have com-
petitive rates and large meeting rooms,
and saved at least 1 percent of the cost,
or he could have just stayed home and
left the Virgin Islanders to the
honeymooners and tourists.
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